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December 2011  
 
 
Dear Year 9 Students and Parents/Guardians 
 

CURRICULUM GUIDE 
 
This Curriculum Guide for Key Stage 4 provides you with detailed information and guidance 
for your decisions in the important transition from Year 9 into Year 10.  You now need to 
match your interests, needs and abilities to the information provided.  You need to be 
confident in the decisions you have taken and be prepared for all the hard work ahead. 
 
Successful learning is a partnership between students, parents and the school.  We attach 
every value to this partnership and hope students and parents will see this guide as an 
important contribution towards it. 
 
Qualifications gained at the end of Key Stage 4 are essential for students’ progression to 
education and training for the Sixth Form and College.  The process towards gaining good 
qualifications starts now. 
 
This guide has a mixture of information.  It includes general advice on being a successful 
learner at Key Stage 4, compulsory elements of the curriculum, optional subjects and other 
learning opportunities.  It also gives advice on learning routes. 
 
As parents, students and teachers, we all need to recognise that making decisions over the 
subjects we apply to take in Year 10 and 11 are based upon good advice and information.  
We believe this process is thoroughly supported here at school by tutors, subject staff and 
careers guidance. 
 
It is also essential that you as parents and students feel you can ask any questions to 
enable you to make an informed choice.  In the first instance please speak with Mr 
Sharman, Deputy Headteacher. 
 
May I take this opportunity to remind you of the Options Evening  to take place on 
Thursday 19 January 2012 .  Your son/daughter’s decision needs to be finalised with the 
Year 10 Options Application Form submitted to Form Tutors by Monday 20 February 
2012. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
Mr G Nelson 
Headteacher 
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MAKING THE MOST OF KEY STAGE 4 

 
Key Stage 4, as you will see from this booklet, places great demands on students in Years 10 and 
11.  They require a consistent and conscientious approach to work. Students will not have a 
homework timetable as they did in Years 7, 8 and 9.  They will be set work on a regular basis and will 
be expected to organise their own homework in an efficient and appropriate manner to complete 
tasks effectively and on time.  The student planners are designed to facilitate this process. 
 
An important feature of Level 2 courses is coursework.  This is work produced by the student while 
following the course and completed in controlled conditions.  It contributes towards the final grade 
awarded.  Each subject has its own coursework requirements and full details can be found in the 
individual subject entries. 
 
Students should:  
 
·  Always attend school regularly and punctually with the right equipment 
·  Support themselves with independent learning and use of educational websites 
·  Be organised by using their planners at school and at home. 
·  Enjoy their learning without too many commitments which undermine their potential. 
 

A tutorial programme has been developed within the school which lays 
emphasis on appropriate study skills at all levels.  This will be delivered 
through tutor time.  It is hoped in this way to assist all students to 
develop skills which will enable them to cope with the demands of their 
learning route.  We want their progress to match their ability. 
 
We hope that all students will make use of the numerous opportunities 
that the school offers through its extra-curricular programme.  These 
include the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, sports and music 
activities and work experience.  Such involvement can develop useful 
skills.  It can complement academic work.   
 
Year 10 grades will be available towards the end of the Autumn Term 
2012.  There will be a Consultation Evening in the Spring Term 2013 with 
subject and House staff.  The progress of all students will be monitored 
carefully throughout the GCSE course.   Appropriate action will be taken 

to improve the performance of students whose grades suggest that they are underachieving.  
Parents will be informed of any concerns that may arise. 

 
This booklet has information on the core (compulsor y) curriculum  

and the courses appropriate for the Learning Routes .  
 

We endeavour to run all courses which have been adv ertised but reserve  
the right to adjust the offer if we receive insuffi cient numbers or should  

the course be cancelled due to external factors. 
 

Do not forget: Please ask for help and guidance if you have any questions.  
 

Learning Development Day: Wednesday 23 November 201 1 
Year 10 Options Evening: Thursday 19 January 2012 
Final submission of Options Application Form: Monda y 20 February 2012 
Final submission of Vocational Courses Application Form: Monday 20 February 2012 
        



  

 

EXPLANATION OF LEARNING ROUTES  
 
 
14-19 LEARNING ROUTES – AN EXPLANATION 
Oxted School serves a diverse and varied cohort of students and there are many ways to be 
successful in whatever learning route is followed.  Routes should recognise existing student 
strengths, preferred learning styles and best chances of success.  We have selected a route on this 
basis.  Within all routes there is an element of core or additional core because either the school, the 
government or wider society recognises that there are some ‘must haves’ which are essential to 
students’ education. 
 
LEARNING ROUTE - D  
This route will be taken by most students at Oxted who have achieved the minimum entry 
requirement at Key Stage 3.  You will be chosen for this route if you are currently operating at Level 
5C and above consistently and you have made sufficient progress since joining Oxted School. You 
should think carefully about having a balanced  choice within the route.  You should maximise your 
strengths by choosing subjects in which you excel.  Students within the “D” route are determined to 
succeed and achieve the grades which will enable them to study typically four AS levels in the Sixth 
Form and then three A2 Level subjects in Year 13.  Students within this cohort should be aiming at a 
University degree, Further Education or employment linked to Level 3 qualifications. 
 
LEARNING ROUTE – E 
Students will be recognised for this route through their prior attainment at Key Stage 3 and would be 
expected to be at Level 6C or above by the end of Year 9.  The emphasis for this route is more 
traditional subject areas and it has been designed to reflect the requirements of the English 
Baccalaureate.  The English Baccalaureate is a measure for Schools and not at this stage a 
separate qualification.  You should choose from either History or Geography, as well as undertaking 
a GCSE qualification in a Modern Foreign Language.  You may then add other GCSE options.  You 
are the type of student who should be aiming at doing four A Levels in the Sixth Form and have real 
ambition in achieving a very good University degree.  If you aspire to this, you may have already 
been given additional stretch and may be taking some subjects early or studying additional aspects 
of subjects.  
 
LEARNING ROUTE – T 
This route is by invite only  and is built around the importance of getting what is needed to move on 
to the next stage of education and training at 16+. As the introduction to this guide explains the 
national benchmark is 5A*-C qualifications including English and Maths.  An invite to Route “T” 
recognises that the student may need extra support to achieve this important benchmark.  Students 
need English and Maths so extra time has been set aside for a supporting qualification in Functional 
English and Functional Mathematics.  Functionality is integrated into both core GCSEs but we feel 
that teaching it as a separate qualification can only but benefit the students.  Students following 
Route “T” will take GCSE qualifications in Maths, English, Media Studies and ICT, and will have one 
option choice from GCSE subjects.  Students will supplement their route by opting from BTEC and 
OCR qualifications. These qualifications offer a genuine alternative to GCSE and a pass is equal to a 
GCSE ‘C’ grade.  They are 75% coursework based and therefore have only a 25% examination 
element.  Learning involves applying their knowledge to practical situations.  Assessment is ongoing 
and related to coursework.  We think this offers a real way for students to be successful and move 
on to their next stage of study or training. 



  

 
 
 
LEARNING ROUTE – X 
This route is by invite only  and it will offer a practical and applied Agricultural Studies course which 
is designed to develop skills of team leadership, independence and working with others.  The course 
is a Level 1 BTEC qualification.  Students applying for this route will have received mainly Level 3 to 
4 at Key Stage 3.  In addition students will take GCSE qualifications in Maths, English, Media Studies 
and ICT, and will have one option choice from the GCSE subjects or Vocational list.  Students will 
supplement their course by being able to opt from other BTEC and OCR qualifications.  These 
qualifications offer a genuine alternative to GCSE and offer a GCSE ‘C’ grade equivalence.  They 
are 75% coursework based and therefore have only a 25% examination element.  Students at post 
16 are able to continue with the BTEC approach to learning both at Oxted School and within Further 
Education at local colleges.  There are a limited number of places on Route “X” and students will be 
interviewed prior to places being confirmed.   
 
LEARNING ROUTE – O 
This route contains a range of practical courses which are linked to the world of work. Students will 
be attracted by the more ‘hands on’ approach. Oxted School is able to offer a varied number of 
courses but is limited in the numbers of students who can attend each course, and students 
accepted onto such courses have to complete both separate course applications and interviews.  
Students will typically have received an average of Level 4 at Key Stage 3 and will feel that the world 
of work offers them the opportunities to gain early practical skills with regular practical assessment 
and feedback. Students must be prepared to travel to other institutions and may have to undertake 
out of hours learning (typically to 5.00 pm).  Students at post 16 should be considering practical 
based courses such as BTECs or NVQs.  Students on the “O” Route will be assessed as to whether 
they should be taking other options from the “D” Route or from the BTEC list supplied within the “T” 
and “X” Routes. 
 
Please note that although three of the vocational courses are Level 1 or below there are three 
courses at Level 2 for which students need Level 5C and above in English, Maths and Science to 
enable them to qualify for the course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

Guidance on applying for Year 10 subject choices  
 

This sheet is intended to summarise your choices available at Key Stage 4.  You must study a 
compulsory core curriculum which includes Maths, English, Science, ICT, RE, PE and PSHE.  In 
addition, for the various Learning Routes there are different Additional Core requirements.  
 

Please choose carefully (from the learning route that has been selected for you to give you the best 
chance of success.   
 

Art & Design  Route X  
Business Studies GCSE  Agricultural Studies  
Dance    
Drama    
Drawing & Painting (Art)  Routes T and X   
DT - Resistant Materials  Business Studies OCR National  
DT – Graphic Products    
FDT GCSE  Caring for Children & Young People   
French GCSE  Adv     
German GCSE  Adv   Certificate in Sport BTEC  
Spanish GCSE  Adv     
Geography  Health & Social Care CACHE  
History    
Leisure and Tourism GCSE  Travel and Tourism BTEC  
Media Studies    
Music    
PE GCSE    
Philosophy  Route O (Vocational)   
Photography (Digital) (Art)  Catering (GCSE)  
Science (Triple) Route D if L5a+ Ma/Sci  Construction (BTEC)  
Sociology  Engineering (NVQ) L1  L2  
Textiles (Art)  Hairdressing (NVQ)  
  Motor vehicles (IMI)  

Please note we hope to run all courses but they can   
only run if there are viable numbers opting for the m. 

 

A wise decision is taken after consultation with your parents, your tutor,  
your subject staff and using the Careers software. 

Make sure you are thinking about what you will appl y to do in Year 10 for the right reasons: 
 

Do choose a subject if:   
·  It is one of your best subjects and you enjoy it. 
·  It might be useful in your future 
·  It might help you with further studies 

Do NOT choose it because:   
·  Your friends are choosing it 
·  You cannot think of an alternative 

 

If you are considering choosing subjects for the wrong reason think again and seek advice.   
You need to have enough qualifications to move on post 16. 

 

Do not forget you will receive a lot of information from the Curriculum Guide and the  
Options Evening on Thursday 19 January 2012 .   

 
DO NOT RUSH INTO ANY DECISION. 
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CORE SUBJECT 

 

ENGLISH  LANGUAGE This subject must ALWAYS be taken with English Literature   
       

What we aim to do  .....           GCSE 
 

The assessment for English Language contains four components: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What we study 
 

1. Reading: the study of all non-fiction texts such as fact-sheets, leaflets, extracts from 
autobiographies, biographies, diaries, advertisements, reports and articles from newspapers and 
magazines and brochures. 

 

2. Writing: the development of the ability to write for a range of audiences and purposes, adapting 
style and form to the real-life contexts of, for example, letters, articles, leaflets and reviews. 

 

3. Studying written language:  the development of the ability to read, understand and respond in 
written essays to a wide variety of literary texts. 

 

4. Using written language: the development of the ability to construct and convey meaning in 
accurately written language, matching style to audience and purpose in, for example, stories or 
descriptive writing. 

 

5. Using spoken language:  the development of the students' ability to communicate and adapt 
their spoken language, interacting with and responding to others.  They will learn to create and 
sustain roles in a variety of real life contexts, exploring ideas, texts and issues in scripted and 
improvised work. 

 

6. Studying spoken language:  the development of and response to variations, choices and 
changes in spoken language.  Students will study and write on their own or others’ uses of 
spoken language presented by recording, transcript or recollection. 

 

How your work is assessed 
  
Students are assessed by Controlled Assessment tasks (set by the 
examination board) and two written examinations.  The examination will 
test both reading and writing.  Students will be required to understand and 
respond to a variety of reading materials, including media and non-fiction, 
and to complete a number of directed written tasks for different purposes 
and audiences. 
 

What this subject can lead to after Year  11 
 

A qualification in English Language is of interest to all employers and colleges.  A grade at A*-B is 
the minimum requirement for entry to A level or A/S level English in the Sixth Form, which could lead 
to specialist study of English at Higher Education.  Grade C is also the minimum requirement for 
entry to Further and Higher Education, for most specialist subjects other than English.  
 
 

Mrs C Ramuz and Miss C Whitby 

1. Studying written language  (exam)   20% 
 
2. Using written language (exam)    20% 
 
3. Literary reading and creative writing*   30% 
 
4. Spoken language*     30% 

 
*These components are controlled assessments 

 



  

1. Reading English in the daily world (exam)  20% 
 

2. Writing English in the daily world (exam)  20% 
 
3. English in the world of the imagination*   40% 

 
4. English in the daily world  

(Speaking and Listening)*     20% 
 
*These components are controlled assessments 

 

 

CORE SUBJECT 
 

ENGLISH  This subject CANNOT be taken with either English Language or Literature     
                                                                                                   GCSE          

What we aim to do  .....            
 
The assessment for English contains four components:  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What we study 
 

1. Reading: the study of all non-fiction texts such as fact-sheets, leaflets, extracts from 
autobiographies, biographies, diaries, advertisements, reports and articles from newspapers 
and magazines and brochures. 

2. Writing: the development of the ability to write for a range of audiences and purposes, 
adapting style and form to the real-life contexts of, for example, letters, articles, leaflets and 
reviews. 

3. Studying literary texts:  two assignments: one linking a play by Shakespeare with literary 
heritage poetry and one to show appreciation of prose from a different culture. 

4. Using written language: narrative writing in the 1st and 3rd person. 
5. Using spoken language:  the development of the students' ability to communicate and adapt 

their spoken language, interacting with and responding to others.  They will learn to create 
and sustain roles in a variety of real life contexts, exploring ideas, texts and issues in scripted 
and improvised work. 

 

How your work is assessed 
 

Students are assessed by Controlled Assessment tasks (set by the 
examination board) and by two written examinations.  The examination 
will test both reading and writing.  Students will be required to 
understand and respond to a variety of reading materials, including 
media and non-fiction, and to complete a number of directed written 
tasks for different purposes and audiences. 
 

What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 

A qualification in English is of interest to all employers and colleges.  A 
grade at A*-B is the minimum requirement for entry to A level or A/S 
level English in the Sixth Form, which could lead to specialist study of 
English at Higher Education.  Grade C is also the minimum 
requirement for entry to Further and Higher Education, for most 
specialist subjects other than English.  
 
 
Mrs C Ramuz and Miss C Whitby  



  

1. Prose and poetry (exam)    35% 
 

2. Literary heritage drama and 
contemporary prose (exam)    40% 
 

3. Poetry and Drama*    25% 
 

*This component is a controlled assessment 

 
ADDITIONAL CORE SUBJECT                    

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE This subject must ALWAYS be taken with English Language 
 

What we aim to do  .....            GCSE   
 

The assessment for English Literature contains three components: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What we study 
 

1. Different Cultures Prose: study of a prose text from a different culture for the final 
examination.  Students will be asked to closely analyse an extract as well as perform a task 
relating to the text as a whole. 

2. Contemporary Unseen Poetry Comparison:  the response to, and comparison and 
exploration of, two contemporary unseen poems. 

3. English Literary heritage drama/prose** and contemp orary prose/drama: study of a 
drama and a prose text from appropriate selections.  Students will be asked to closely 
analyse an extract as well as perform a task relating to the text as a whole. 

4. English literary heritage: a single assignment linking a play by Shakespeare and literary 
heritage poetry.  Candidates will be required to show appreciation of poetry from a prescribed 
range as well as of a play by Shakespeare. 

 

** If drama is studied for one, prose will be selected for the other 
 
How your work is assessed  
 

Students are assessed by both a Controlled Coursework task (set 
by the examination board) and two written examinations.  The 
examination will test both individual texts in context as well as 
comparative study.  Students will be required to understand and 
respond to a variety of texts including Shakespeare, prose texts 
and poetry. 
 

What this subject can lead to after Year  11 
 
A qualification in English Literature at Grades A*-B is a 
requirement for entry to A level or A/S level English in the Sixth 
Form and could be the first step towards the specialist study of 
English or English Literature at  Further and Higher Education 
level.  
 
 

Mrs C Ramuz and Miss C Whitby 



  

 
ADDITIONAL CORE SUBJECT (Learning Routes: T, X and O) 

OPTION SUBJECT (Other Learning Routes) 
 

MEDIA STUDIES          GCSE 
 
What we aim to do 
 
The assessment for Media Studies  
contains two components:- 
 
 

1. Controlled assessment   60% 
2. Written Examination         40% 

 
The course is designed to enable students to:- 
 
·  develop their appreciation and critical understanding of the media and its role in their daily lives 
·  develop their practical and creative skills through opportunities for personal engagement and  
      creativity 
·  understand how to use media concepts and ideas to analyse media productions in their various 

contexts 
·  develop investigative, critical thinking and decision-making skills through consideration of issues  
      that are important, real and relevant to learners and to the world in which they live 
 
What we study 
 
In GCSE Media Studies, students will study a variety of different media.  This could include film, 
television, animated film, radio, magazines, music videos, websites and computer games.   
 
They will explore the key concepts of three main areas of media:  
 
·  Media Texts: Genre, Narrative and Representation 
·  Media Organisations: Marketing and Promotion, Regulation and Control Personal, Social and Ethical 

Dimensions 
·  Media Audiences / Users 
 
How your work is assessed 
 
For the written examination , students will respond to stimulus material chosen on a topic  
studied in lessons.  They will also demonstrate their planning and creative skills through a  
series of design-based tasks. 
 

For their controlled assessments,  students will produce three  
pieces of work from at least two different media: 
 
·  two textual investigations on two different media areas (20%) 
·  one media production consisting of research, planning, the  

production itself and an evaluation of the production (40%). 
 
 
 

 
 
Mrs C Miles and Mrs C Ramuz 

 



  

 
CORE SUBJECT  

 

MATHEMATICS            GCSE 
 
 
What we aim to do 
 
The GCSE Mathematics course enables students to further explore mathematics and solve problems 
in a variety of situations.   They continue to build on the knowledge and skills covered in Years 7, 8 
and 9. This course will develop knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and 
concepts including number, algebra, shape, measures, statistics and probability.   
 
The study of mathematics gives pupils the opportunity to develop their reasoning skills, apply 
methods to real-world situations and to interpret and communicate maths information in a variety of 
forms.   
 
Students are entered for GCSE in one of two tiers: 
 

                          Higher        covers grades A* to D 
                          Foundation        covers grades C to G 

 
 
What we study 
 
Students are entered in the tier where they can best demonstrate their knowledge and ability and 
hence achieve the optimum grade. 
 
 
How your work is assessed  

 
All students will follow the Edexcel Linear Specification.  
GCSE assessment takes the format of two written papers, 
each comprising 50% of the final grade. The emphasis on 
functional mathematics is becoming increasingly important 
with up to 35% of the GCSE assessing knowledge based on 
functional aspects of the subject. 

 
  

 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 
A GCSE in Mathematics is a prerequisite of many college and university courses and most 
professional careers. Even where your chosen career does not require GCSE grade C, this level of 
qualification may enhance your prospects of future promotion. In the sixth form AS and A2 courses 
are available in Mathematics. 
 
 
Miss J Boomer  
 
 



  

 

CORE SUBJECT  

 

SCIENCE  GCSE   
 
 

What we aim to do 
 

All of our Science courses are designed to enable students to recognise the impact of Science on everyday life, 
to make informed personal decisions about questions and issues that involve Science and to understand and 
reflect upon information included in media reports and other sources of information. The Science curriculum 
also provides a forum for issues related to citizenship, health & safety, key skills, the environment and human 
values (spiritual, moral, ethical, social, legislative, economic and cultural).  No matter which course you take, we 
hope that you will find Science interesting, enjoyable and relevant to the world around you. 
 
 
What we study 
 

All students following the National Curriculum will study towards GCSE Science . 
As a core subject, students can gain two GCSE Science grades, so will study for a 
second GCSE called GCSE Additional Science . 
 
Some students due to their Learning Route will complete Core Science ONLY. 
 
 

 
Students can also opt to study Triple Science and/or Environmental and Land Based Science and/or GCSE 
Astronomy separately as extra GCSE option subjects. (Refer to page 39 for Triple Science and page 32 
pages for Environmental and Land Based Science).   
 
  
How your work will be assessed 
 

Students are assessed on all units during the two years.  Students will sit module examinations at Christmas 
and Summer of Year 10 to give their first GCSE called GCSE Science .  In January and June of Year 11 , 
students will sit module examinations to give their second GCSE , called GCSE Additional Science .  Papers 
are available at Foundation or Higher level.  Controlled Assessment counts for 25% of each GCSE and is 
carried out in lessons.  
 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 

A good grade (grades A* - B) in GCSE Science coupled with GCSE Additional Science leads into our AS and 
A2 Science courses: Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Electronics and Science in Society. The right combination of 
these can lead to degrees in Medicine, Pharmacy, Engineering, Forensic Science, Biotechnology, Marine 
Biology and many more.  Science is equally valuable to the student who has no desire to pursue study beyond 
GCSE: the skills developed are undoubtedly useful in everyday life and the world of work. 
 
 
Mr A Blount  



  

 

ADDITIONAL CORE SUBJECT (Learning Route “E”) 
OPTION SUBJECT (Learning Route “D”) 

 

MODERN LANGUAGES:       GCSE 

FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH  
 

What we aim to do 
The study of a Foreign Language is an integral part of a rounded 
curriculum. With increasing concern being expressed throughout the 
business community at the reduction in the numbers of school leavers 
with even a basic qualification in a foreign language, a good GCSE 
grade in a foreign language allows students a significant advantage in 
the international job market of today. We aim to provide not only the 
knowledge of a specific language, but also the transferable skills of 
how to learn a foreign language. 

 

 What we study 
 

The courses in each language all take the same format.  Two options are being offered in each 
language: a GCSE continuation course for students who have already been studying the language in 

Key Stage 3; and a GCSE beginner’s course for those students who 
have already taken their GCSE in their first language and wish to 
study a second language. Teaching in each language involves a lot 
of group and pair work, without neglecting grammar, which is of 
course essential if students are to achieve high GCSE grades and 
continue beyond GCSE level.  The GCSE courses develop topic 
areas covered at KS3 in more detail, encouraging students to 
develop their own opinions about a range of issues.  Students also 
have regular access to a dedicated ICT suite, with a range of exciting 

new software.  
 
The Department promotes positive attitudes to foreign language learning and to speakers of foreign 
languages.  Students in Year 11 will also have the opportunity to work with each of our Foreign 
Language Assistants, who are native speakers, to improve their speaking skills. 
 

How your work will be assessed 
 

For each language, the course structure is the same. The writing and 
speaking elements are worth 30% each.  Both skills are pre-prepared 
tasks on chosen topics and are assessed at least twice over the 2 year 
course, the speaking by the class teacher and the writing by the exam 
board.  Students will also sit external reading and listening exams 
worth 20% each.  These exams test a range of topic areas.  

 
 
 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 

The GCSE in a Modern Language leads to the in-depth study of these languages and cultures at 
AS/A2 level and beyond. Students considering study of any subject at established universities should 
be aware that these institutions consider a good GCSE language grade as an important indicator of 
overall academic ability. Similarly, many university courses now offer combined courses involving 
study of a foreign language and study abroad. 
 
 

Mr M Skitt                                                          

 



  

 

ADDITIONAL CORE SUBJECT (Learning Route “E”) 
 (for students who have already taken GCSE in Year 9) 

 

MODERN LANGUAGES:  
Advanced Subsidiary Level (AS) 

FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH  
 
What we aim to do 
 
Having already studied your language to GCSE level in Year 9, this 
course aims to extend your knowledge and lead you to taking your AS 
exams in Year 11. During the course you will develop a broader, more 
detailed range of vocabulary and will delve deeper into the grammatical 
questions which are only briefly touched on in the GCSE course. By the 

end of the course, you should be able to communicate confidently and quite fluently in your chosen 
language. 
 
What we study 
 
There are four main topic areas that make up the AS course: 

·  Youth Culture and Concerns (Relationships, Fashion, Music, Technology, Issues facing 
young people) 

·  Lifestyle, Health and Fitness (Exercise, Healthy Eating, Smoking, Drugs) 
·  The world around us (Travel, Tourism and Environmental issues) 
·  Education and Employment 

 
Many of these topics have been studied at GCSE, but will be done in greater depth 
at AS, and will complement the study of these issues in RE, PSHE, Science and 
other curriculum areas. 
 
There will also be a focus on developing a deeper understanding of the grammar 
of the language, and the ability to manipulate language in different registers. 
 
How your work will be assessed 
 
All of the formal assessment will take place at the end of 
year 11. There is no controlled assessment for this course. 

 
It is made up of two examined units: 
Unit 1  (Speaking) – an 8-10 minute speaking exam comprising a response to 
a stimulus card and a general discussion on one of the main topic areas 
above, chosen by the student. 
Unit 2  (Listening, Reading and Writing) – a 2½ hour written paper involving 
listening and reading comprehension and an unprepared written task of 220-240 words. Students 
have independent control of the listening exam within the first 45 minutes of the exam. 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 
Students will have the opportunity to continue to A2 level in year 12, thus offering them greater 
flexibility in their post-16 options. Many university courses, regardless of subject, hold great store by 
the study of languages as an academic discipline, and possessing an AS qualification in a language 
will not only be well viewed on university applications, but will also open opportunities to study or 
work placements abroad as part of university courses. 
 
 
Mr M Skitt  
                                       

 



  

 
 CORE SUBJECT 

 

ETHICS    ..            GCSE  
 
What we aim to do 
 
The National Curriculum states that all students should study Religious Education.  We fulfil this 
requirement by offering a short course to all students in the Ethics GCSE.   This is delivered in a two 
hour lesson per fortnight, and will lead to an exam at the end of Year 10.   The academic level of this 
course is the same as GCSE, although there is half the content. 
 
 

What we study 
 
The half GCSE provides an opportunity to study an exciting course. 
 
The structure is not only varied, but covers a range of topics, guaranteed to 
provoke your thoughts. 
 
The syllabus content is controversial and right up to date with the world we live 
in today, but most importantly it explores how religion influences our opinions, 
moral codes, values and traditions through the religions of Christianity. 
 
The course will bring together the subjects in the world that we feel passionately 

about, and consider why this is so.  In a world where a majority of people have a personal faith it is 
important to know about religion and the effect that it has on individuals.  You will discover the power 
of religious influence and beliefs and will gain a genuine understanding of the influence it has on our 
lives.  From knowledge comes an understanding of world events, and tolerance towards others. 

 
It is varied, it is interesting and it is well respected by employers as an 
indicator of social skills for tolerance, understanding and 
communication.  The course also contributes to cross-curricular areas 
of health education, personal and social education, gender and multi-
cultural issues. 
 
Units studied: 
 

·  Religious Attitudes to Matters of Life 
·  Religious Attitudes to Crime and Punishment 
·  Religious Attitudes to the Elderly and Death 
·  Religious Attitudes to World Poverty 

 
For each religion studied, candidates will be expected to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
of the unit content.  They should be able to describe and explain the responses of the religions 
studied to the philosophical and moral questions raised, and should be able to show an 
understanding of how religious belief affects the outlook of a believer.  Students should be able to 
evaluate different religious responses to the issues studied, and present their own views in a 
coherent way. 
 
 
Mrs G Williams  
 



  

 

CORE SUBJECT 
 

INFORMATION AND       GCSE 

COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 
 
What we aim to do 
 
All students take Information and Communication Technology.  This subject enables students to 
build upon their KS3 progress using standard software applications (e.g. Word processing, Desktop 

publishing, Databases, Spreadsheets) and provides a full GCSE 
qualification together with the opportunities for student specialisation. 
The KS4 curriculum intends to stimulate students’ creativity and 
develop practical skills for the real world.   The content whilst 
meeting standard GCSE requirements also provides opportunities for 
career specialization (including graphics and online interactive 
applications).  
 
The specification followed by the majority of students (Edexcel GCSE 
in ICT)  will provide students with a full GCSE qualification.  This course 

seeks to enhance young people's ability to master and adapt technology to their own needs. It 
demonstrates how technology touches on every aspect of daily life: work, leisure and inter-personal 
relationships. Students will follow a GCSE course leading to either a single GCSE (2 units) or a 
Double GCSE (4 unit),  depending on their ability shown in Key Stage 3.  The content of both 
courses enables learners to become digitally literate, adaptable, independent, confident, interested in 
emerging technologies and able to use software and devices efficiently and safely. As a result they 
should develop transferable skills, be able to make informed choices and understand the 
consequences of their actions.  
 
Both GCSE qualifications require students to study Units 1 and 2. Unit 1 Living in a 
Digital World  (involving a written examination worth 40% off the single GCSE) 
involves students studying and investigating IT themes including (i) Lets 
communicate; (ii) On the move (iii) Entertainment (iv) Smart Working (v) Shopping 
Experience (vi) Lets Revise: Health & Well Being. Unit 2 Using Digital Tools  (is 
completed under controlled assessment conditions and is worth 60% of the single 
GCSE) is a practical unit that aims to broaden & enhance IT skills and capability.  
Typical tasks include: (i) research and information gathering; (ii) modelling; (iii) Digital 
publishing; (iv) Evaluating Outcomes (v) working effectively.   
 
In addition to the standard GCSE pathway a variety of qualification routes  are provided to meet student 
needs including the double award GCSE together with practical software based qualifications for those who 
require a less comprehensive qualification (e.g. ICTQ and imedia qualifications).  The Edexcel Double 
Award requires that as well as Unit 1 and Unit 2, students also complete Unit 3 Exploring Digital 
Design (external Exam) and Unit 4 Creating Digital Products (Controlled assessment task).  The 
course differs from Single GCSE in sophistication of both design and development skills. The Double award 
seeks to develop higher level practical software related to business context and the level of analytical skills.  
As such this course tends to be offered to students who have shown ability within ICT. 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year  11 
 
All ICT courses now provide enrichment opportunities  in terms of specialist software units that support 
many career options.  Options include careers in business, research, design, publishing and working in 
information agencies, benefit from Publishing and Web Design.     
 
 
Mr J Manson  



  

 
NON EXAMINED CORE SUBJECT  

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
What we aim to do 
 
 

All students follow a programme of Physical Education in  
Key Stage 4. 
 
At Key Stage 4 students build upon the broad foundation  
of skills, techniques and principles learnt at Key Stage 3. 
 
   
 

 
What we study 
 
There are two main aims: 
 
Firstly, there is a desire to improve the quality of both performance and understanding in all activity 
categories followed at Key Stage 3.  This enables students to develop personal strengths and 
specialise in certain activities.   

 
Secondly, it is the philosophy of the department to encourage a positive attitude to physical activity 
and exercise that will hopefully be continued in students' own leisure time.  To achieve this aim the 
Year 11 option scheme offers a wide range of activities where students can choose to either 
develop existing interests and strengths or experience new and different activities.    
 
To ensure fulfilment of National Curriculum requirements programmes of study are offered in all 
activity categories.  These are as follows:- 

 
i. Athletic activities 
ii. Dance 
iii. Gymnastic activities 
iv. Games 
v. Outdoor and Adventurous activities 
vi. Swimming 

 
 
 

 
 
Mr J Shore-Nye 



  

 
NON EXAMINED CORE SUBJECT  

 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND         

HEALTH EDUCATION (PSHE) 
 
What we aim to do 
 
Personal, social and health development is a major aim of education and requires the deliberate 
provision of learning experiences which will be effective in achieving the aims identified by the 
school.  The PSHE programme is an essential part of the curriculum.  It provides students with an 
important link between the relatively structured and sheltered environment of the school, and the 
world beyond it. 
 
What we study 

 
The PSHE programme is designed in a way that is specifically aimed 
at the personal, social and health development of all students and 
allows students to reflect and clarify their attitudes and values.  It 
enables them to take more responsibility for their own lives.  It is 
intended to enhance sensitivity and empathy towards personal and 
social relationships through raising students' awareness of their own 
needs, and those of others.  The development of skills in 
communication, co-operation and negotiation are therefore important.  
Through PSHE students have the opportunity to consider the many 
choices and decisions they will have to make in adult life. 
 
Citizenship is included within this framework for PSHE.  Citizenship 

gives students the knowledge, skills and understanding to play an effective role in society at local, 
national and international levels.   It helps them to become informed responsible citizens who are 
aware of their duties and rights, making them more responsible in and out of the classroom.  It 
teaches students about our economy and democratic institutions and values, encourages respect for 
different national, religious and ethnic identities; and develops students' ability to reflect on issues 
and take part in discussions. 
 

Throughout the course, students will have contact with 
adults other than teachers, who have expertise in the 
topics we offer within the programme. 
 
PSHE is delivered in units which are designed around the 
perceived needs of the students and the National 
Curriculum Council guidelines.  The programme for Years 
10 and 11 includes sex and health education, 
relationships, citizenship, environmental and world issues, 
moral issues, living with visual impairment, equal 
opportunities and parenting. 

 
 
Mrs V Hunter 



  

 

CAREERS EDUCATION AND INFORMATION, 
ADVICE AND GUIDANCE (CEIAG) 

 
What we aim to do  
 

Careers may not be an examination subject in its own right, but it is an area of vital importance and 
extreme relevance.  As a school we encourage students to take responsibility for their own learning, 

now and in the future. 
 
 

What we study  
 

There is widespread and growing recognition that schools have a 
significant contribution to make in preparing young people for adult life 
and employment, and this contribution requires careful partnership with 
you in these final two formative years. CEIAG should help individuals: 

 

·  to become interested in and aware of the opportunities in work, education and training, 
whilst encouraging an approach to lifelong learning; 

·  to understand themselves, their strengths and weaknesses, interests, values, 
qualifications and circumstances in relation to these opportunities available; 

·  to make reasoned and informed decisions about their future; 
·  to make transitions, in particular from school to the next career stage. 
 

These general aims will be achieved through a variety of approaches: 
 

(a)  Timetabled Lessons, Tutorial Periods and Year Group  Assemblies:  CEIAG is delivered 
through the PSHE programme with regular support and monitoring from tutors during tutorial time as 
well as specific year group assemblies.  Students are encouraged to reflect upon themselves 
through negotiated target-setting and action planning with their tutors on Learning Development 
Days. 
 

The Year 10 lessons are designed so that students think about themselves and are encouraged to 
broaden their career horizons. Using a computer assisted learning package called Pathfinder HE, 
students consider their own interests, skills and work values. Having analysed the students’ 
responses, the computer is used to investigate the vast range of career opportunities. This is then 
followed up by an introduction to the extensive careers library, which is situated in the main Library.  
Students also undertake Work Experience in KS4. 
 

During Year 11, students are prepared for post 16 education and the world of work.  Students are 
encouraged to develop individual action plans reflecting informed and appropriate career decisions. 
Instruction on applying for jobs and college places and how to cope with interviews is also included.  
 

(b) Work Experience:  During KS4 every student undertakes one week of work 
experience. This is much more than on the job training; rather, the week provides 
students with an opportunity to develop their personal and social skills which are 
not necessarily related to a specific vocational area. The experience helps to 
develop self-confidence and career planning as well as acting as a motivator 
increasing students’ commitment to education and training.   
 
 
 

Mrs E Affinito   
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OPTION SUBJECT (a Creative & Performing Arts Subjec t)  

 

ART & DESIGN      GCSE 
 
What we aim to do 
 
The following courses are offered by the Art Department:  
 
What we study 
 
ART AND DESIGN  
This course will cover a wide area of Art and Design and is an appropriate option if you enjoy 
working with a range of Art materials.  Drawing and painting, collage, printmaking and three 

dimensional work are some of the areas you are likely to cover during 
the course.  Projects involve different themes such as still life, figure 
and design that will last for a term allowing you to research and develop 
ideas in depth.  Research in work journals (sketchbooks) and exploring 
the work of artists are an essential background to all your project work. 
 
TEXTILES 
Textile design involves you learning about a variety of techniques: 
appliqué, machine work, felting, and batik, silk painting and screen-
printing.  You will begin projects by developing extensive design ideas 
from observed drawings in your work journal (sketchbook).  You will 
concentrate on colour, texture and pattern, using different types of art 

materials, as well as exploring the work of artists, crafts persons and designers from a range of 
periods and cultures.   
 
FINE ART 
This is for students who enjoy researching and developing ideas, exploring alternative solutions to 
visual problems and genuinely enjoy the creative process, to enable students to work with increasing 
independence, producing their own responses to themes, topics and mixed media. All the techniques 
can be learnt and require whole hearted participation.   
 
 

Students are expected to complete three units of coursework over 
the two year course and this finishes with a ten hour Art exam. 
 
Students are provided with three different starting points for each unit 
of work and are expected to use a wide range of materials for each 
final outcome. 
 
 
DIGITAL ART and PHOTOGRAPHY (**) 
In this option you will explore creative ideas which involve you using 
the camera as well as the computer.  You will investigate themes 
such as Still life, Text & Image, and Portrait and Identity.  It is not 

essential that you have your own digital camera but it will help, though conventional cameras can be 
used, as well as flat bed scanners.  Like the other art options you will need to demonstrate the 
process of how you develop and explore you ideas. 
 
(**)  This course tends to be oversubscribed and will be limited to one GCSE group.  Selection may 
be carried out by interview and project completion. 
 



  

 
 
How your work is assessed  
 
COURSEWORK AND THE EXAM 
For each GCSE Art option coursework forms 60% of the final mark.  At the end of the course you will 
hand in a portfolio of coursework.  Coursework units are worked on during the two-year period in the 
form of smaller projects.  Work journals (sketchbooks) are essential as they show your research, 
drawing skills, ideas and show how clearly you understand the work of other artists who have 
explored similar themes. Students will be set homework every week, and will be expected to spend 
at least 2 hours on each piece.  Coursework deadlines are strictly adhered to!  
 
The exam forms 40% of the final mark.  You will be given a paper and will be able to explore and 

prepare ideas during a preparation period before the exam.  You will then 
produce a final piece/s of work unaided under exam conditions.  The 
exam lasts for ten hours across a two day period. 
 
You can do TWO Art options if you wish, BUT not Fin e Art and Art 
Design together. However please bear in mind that t his can amount 
to a substantial amount of coursework. 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year  11 
 
These GCSE courses are a foundation for A/S and A Level work in the 
Sixth Form, when similar options are offered. The majority of students 
follow courses in Fine Art, Photography, Textiles and in Art and Design.  

These courses provide an excellent basis for entry to Art Foundation courses and subsequent 
specialist degree courses. 
 
 
Mr J Pilcher 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

OPTION SUBJECT (a BSSS Subject) 
 

BUSINESS STUDIES          GCSE 
 
What we aim to do 
 
Studying GCSE Business Studies will provide you with essential life skills and an introduction into  

the world of business. 
 
What we study 
 

·  Starting a Business 
·  Business Organisation 
·  Marketing 
·  Finance  
·  People in Business 
·  Operations Management  

 
Business Studies will help to provide you with skills and knowledge to understand the world of work 
and highlight the career opportunities which are available there.  It includes information about 
economics, politics, legislation and the environment.   
 
There may be an opportunity to study economics in more depth in Year 11. 
 
What will you do during the course 
 

·  Significant amounts of reading, writing, listening, problem solving, group activities, number 
work and homework. 

·  One controlled assessment which involves researching a set topic and writing an extended 
report. 

 
 How your work is assessed  
 
1.  Two one hour external examinations worth 75% of total grade. 
2.  One controlled assessment worth 25% of the total grade. 
    

What this subject can lead to after Year  11 
 
It is helpful for: 
  

·  AS/A2 Business Studies or Economics. 
·  National Certificate in Business or Travel and Tourism. 
·  A good understanding of the world of business and work. 

 
You do not have to study GCSE Business Studies to be accepted for 
AS Level Business Studies or Economics. 
 

        
 
Mrs E Affinito  

 
 



  

 
 

OPTION SUBJECT (“OTHER”) 
 

DANCE      GCSE 
 

 
  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 
The benefit of working on a subject such as GCSE Dance is that it prepares students to follow an A 
level in Theatre Studies or even train for a career in Dance. The breadth of the subject matter 
investigated during the course allows individuals to examine and explore their own feelings, 
strengths and weaknesses and provides the students with opportunities to learn how best to present 
their thoughts, whether in discussions or in more theatrical styles. These coupled with the ability to 
listen, think and speak honestly and clearly on a topic are skills vital to many future careers. 
 
 
Miss J Smart  

What we aim to do 
 
This course develops students' technical and 
expressive ability for Dance. They are taught to 
choreograph both solo and group pieces which 
communicate clearly to the audience a theme.   
Students with previous Dance training are 
encouraged to take this option.   
 
 What we study 
 
The three main strands of the course are 
Choreographing , Performing  and Appreciating  
professional dance pieces.  The students are 
encouraged to use their body as an instrument 
of expression to convey ideas and express 
emotions.  

How your work is assessed 
 

Unit 1: Critical Appreciation of Dance 
Written paper (1 hour) 

 20% 
 

Unit 2: Set Dance  
Practical solo examination  of performance lasting 1-

1½ minutes. The grade is based on the students’ 
performance and interpretation of the set dance.  

20% 
 

Unit 3: Performance in Duo/Group Dance 
Students perform a pre taught dance based on a 
professional dance piece lasting 3 – 3 ½ minutes. 

20% 
 

Unit 4: Choreography 
Task 1: Solo  composition based on a professional 

dance piece lasting 1-1 ½ minutes 
15% 

Task 2: Choreography – solo/duo/group 
25% 



  

 

 
OPTION SUBJECT (a Creative & Performing Arts Subject)  

 

DRAMA   GCSE 
 

What we aim to do 
 

We aim to teach you to work creatively with others, to increase your confidence, to make your own original 
dramas, develop your acting and performance skills, and explore published plays and to put yourself in other 
people's shoes.   
 

What we study     
                                             Www 
We study a number of different elements of drama in the GCSE and use a wide range of challenging 
themes and issues to help us do so. We will also explore a number of plays as performers, directors and as 
members of an audience and will work with others to devise and perform our own original dramas. 

 

The elements of drama that we study are: 
 

Improvisation:  Acting that takes place without the use of a formal script 
including role-play, building characters and exploring a wide range  
of imaginative situations. 
 

Text:  We will explore, in a practical way, a whole variety of texts including play-
scripts, extracts from novels, your own original work, poems and even newspaper articles! 
 

Devising:   We will study how to work effectively with others to create original pieces of drama by learning 
how to experiment with different forms of drama, space, sound, light and costume to communicate meaning 
and ideas to an audience. 
 

Performance:  We will develop your performance skills by giving you the opportunity to act in your own 
productions and in a variety of play extracts and other texts. Most performances will be to students in your 
class but some will be to invited audiences at lunchtimes and you will gain experience of performing in a wide 
variety of different types of drama. 
 

How your work is assessed  
 

Your work in drama is assessed in two ways: 
 

Coursework (60%):  Two thirds of your coursework is practical and is assessed by your teacher and 
externally moderated during twelve hours of assessment lessons in the first term of Year 11. During the first 
six hours you will be working on an exciting play (30 marks) and in the second six hours explore a 
challenging theme with your class (40 marks). Your understanding of both the theme and the play will also 
be assessed through written coursework that you will prepare during the lessons and write in controlled 
conditions to be marked by your teacher and externally moderated (10 and 20 marks). You will also be 
required to write a response to live theatre (20 marks).   
 

External Examination (40%):  For the final examination you will devise and perform an original piece of 
drama with a carefully selected group of other students. You will perform this drama to a large audience in 
the studio. The external examiner will be part of the audience and will assess your acting skills during the 
performance. 
  
What this subject can lead to after Year  11 
 

GCSE Drama is a valuable starting point for progression into any of the humanities or arts at A Level and in 
particular Theatre Studies.  It is also highly regarded by employers for the grounding it offers in 
communication skills, teamwork, problem solving and the development of creativity and self-confidence. 
 
 
 

Mr D Morris 



  

 

OPTION SUBJECT (a Technology subject) 
 

DT - GRAPHIC PRODUCTS  GCSE 
 
What we aim to do 
 
Imagine a world without mobile phones, cars or toothbrushes. Think about how you would cope 
without lighting, televisions or furniture. Many of the designers who created these products started 
their careers by studying Design and Technology. 
 
What we study 
 
This area of study focuses on designing and making, using different materials and techniques. In 
order to appreciate Design, students initially learn traditional drawing and communication skills. 

Students then progress to specialised 2D&3D ICT design packages to 
cover CAD/CAM (Computer Aided Design/Computer Aided 
Manufacture) and CIM (Computer Integrated Manufacture).  
 
The course will prepare students to communicate design ideas to 
clients through using a range of materials, such as: paper, card, foam 
core board, modelling clay, Styrofoam, balsa and acrylic. Models can 
be produced by hand as well as by CAD/CAM. Students will be 
encouraged to make full use of digital cameras, scanners and vinyl 
cutters in order to produce their products. 

 
Students who opt for Graphics will learn about: 
 

·  Designing and making models of products for 
advertising, promotion or testing.  

·  Communicating ideas as text and images. 
·  Various drawing and sketching techniques. 
·  CAD/CAM 
·  Product analysis. 
·  Industrial production techniques. 
·  Packaging development. 
·  Materials analysis. 
·  Corporate identities.  
·  The use of typefaces and lettering.  

 
 
How your work is assessed  
 
Course assessed by:  60% coursework (controlled assessment) 

40% examination 
 

The controlled assessment will be based on one of the five broad themes of packaging, point-of-sale 
display, pop-up mechanisms, concept design, and interior design. 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 
This qualification can lead to higher levels of study including A level and degree level Product 
Design. This would provide a sound base for jobs in Graphic Design, Architecture, Printing and 
Product Design. 
 
 
Mr M Usher 

 

  



  

 

OPTION SUBJECT (a Technology subject)  

 

DT - RESISTANT MATERIALS    GCSE 
 

What we aim to do 
 

As with Graphics, the world needs skilled engineers able to design and craft products for the home, 
office and recreation. Imagine a world without the sofa, the games table and the aeroplane. 
 

What we study 
 

As with Graphics this area of study focuses on designing and making, using different materials and 
techniques. As part of the making process students will learn traditional methods of communicating 

design through hand drawings and 3D prototype models. 
Students then progress to specialised 2D & 3D ICT design 
packages to cover CAD/CAM (Computer Aided Design/Computer 
Aided Manufacture) and CIM (Computer Integrated Manufacture).  
 

The course will prepare students to manufacture design ideas 
to clients through using a range of materials, such as: Pine and 
Mahogany (wood), Aluminium and Mild Steel (metal) and 
Acrylic and HIP (plastics).  Prototype models can be produced 
by hand as well as by CAD/CAM.  Students will be encouraged 
to make full use of digital cameras, scanners and vinyl cutters 
in order to produce their products. 
 

 
Students who opt for Resistant Materials will learn about: 
 

·  Advanced uses of resistant materials. 
·  Industrial production techniques such as injection moulding and 

vacuum forming. 
·  Power tools and equipment. 
·  Industrial working methods such as Gantt charts and flow charts. 
·  CAD/CAM. 
·  Research, analytical and testing skills.  
·  Product analysis. 
·  Industrial production techniques. 
·  Materials analysis. 

 
 

 
How your work is assessed  
 

Course assessed by:             60% coursework (controlled assessment) 
40% examination 
 

The controlled assessment will be based on one of the five broad themes of storage, lighting, 
furniture, toys and games, the garden. 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 
This qualification can lead to higher levels of study including A level and degree level Product 
Design. This would provide a sound base for jobs in Product Design, Architecture, Civil and 
Mechanical Engineering. 
 
 
Mr M Usher 



  

  
OPTION SUBJECT (a Technology Subject)  

 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY        GCSE 
 

Students are advised to choose only one of the Technologies (pages 26-28) due to the amount of 
coursework required. 
 
What we aim to do 
 
Food Technology offers the best way to combine the knowledge of food and its uses with designing 
and making skills. We aim to show students how our food is produced both domestically and 
commercially, as well as giving them a sound background in nutrition, healthy eating and meal 
planning.  This is a subject that will prepare students for independent living. 
 
What we study 
 
The traditional and familiar aspects of food studies are combined with their application to the modern 
world. The course also emphasises the management of resources, informed decision making and 
the development of relevant appropriate and transferable skills.  Throughout the course there is a 
major focus on Nutrition and Health. 
 
The syllabus provides an opportunity to study:- 
 
·  Nutrition and Health 
·  Food safety and hygiene 
·  Preservation 
·  Food ingredients 
·  Food production techniques 
·  Food Technology skills  
·  Choice and use of equipment 
·  Food choices 
·  Sustainability 
·  Influences on food products 
 
How your work is assessed  
 
Over the two years students will take four units: 
      2 x 20% Theory units 
      2 x 30% Practical units 

One of each will be taken in Year 10 and one of each in Year 11. 
 
During the course, students are encouraged to develop their practical 
skills through a range of activities, as well as learning to evaluate and 
consider the effects of technology on food and food products.   You 
will generally have one theory lesson and one practical lesson each 
week. 
 

What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 
The GCSE course leads to AS and A level in Food Technology. 
 
Following a course in Food Technology can lead to a wide range of career opportunities in one of the 
fastest expanding service areas.  There are a wide range of excellent job opportunities and the 
subject links well with a large number of other curriculum subjects. 
 
 
Mrs C Bulldeath 



  

 

OPTION  SUBJECT (a Humanities Subject) 
 

GEOGRAPHY ....           GCSE 
 
 
What we aim to do 
 
You should choose Geography because you enjoy the subject, the challenge it provides and that it 
will allow you to participate in collecting and researching data to develop reports, a style you have 
experienced at KS3.  You will work in a variety of ways to make Power Points, newspaper articles, 
leaflets, oral presentations to enjoy a variety of teaching and learning styles.  
 
 
What we study 
 
You will be studying Human, Physical and Environmental Geography and 
developing your understanding of familiar  topics and skills you have 
used at KS3.  
 
The Urban Environment:  You will learn how the world is becoming 
more urban, and how MEDCs and LEDCs are managing this change. 
Living with Natural Hazards: You will learn about the cause effect, and 
response to volcanoes, earthquakes, hurricanes and wildfires.  
Global Tourism: You will consider how and why the tourism industry has grown, and the positive 
and negative effects that this can have on both MEDCs and LEDCs. 

 
Geographers are expected to think about responsibility for the planet 
and how to sustain resources into the future.  They represent the 
views of different groups of people and can balance different 
viewpoints. Geography is a thinking subject and you will be able to 
express your views and attitudes. Geographers are planners who are 
actively involved with the decision making process. 
 
 

 
How your work will be assessed  
 
Geography is modular so will be assessed in 3 written examinations in Years 10 and 11. 
 
Controlled Assessment:  You will complete two pieces of controlled assessment, one in year 10 
(10%), and one in year 11 (15%) that will be linked to a fieldtrip . You will be expected to do 
fieldwork outside the classroom, to collect data which will be presented and analysed in School. 
 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 
Geography includes many cross curricular skills that can be used and developed. Geographers are 
used in a wide range of careers in business, out in the environment, or a more specialised career in 
a wide range of economic, social, environmental or political industries.  
  

 
Mrs H Shead 
 



  

 
 

OPTION  SUBJECT (a Humanities Subject) 
 

HISTORY   ..             GCSE 
Edexcel Schools History Project   

 
What we aim to do  
 
The course involves the study of History in both breadth and depth and is an exciting way to learn 
skills that will be useful for life. Students will develop an understanding of the major themes and 
turning points over the past 2000 years of British History and be able to explain how countries such 
as Germany and America can dramatically change in a short period of time. In doing so, students will 
develop their essay writing skills and an understanding of how to critique a wide range of sources.  
 

 
What we study 
 
Students will study in depth Life in Germany c1919-1939,  in which 
they will examine the recovery of Weimar Germany after the First 
World War, rise of Hitler and the extent to which there was control 
and opposition in Nazi Germany. The breadth study will examine the 
Development of Medicine Through Time, from the Roman 
occupation of Britain to key hole surgery and transplants today. This 
is examined through the main themes of Religion, War, Science and 

Technology, Chance, Key Individuals and Government. Allowing students to investigate why we once 
drilled holes into peoples’ heads to release evil spirits and why Liston began his operations with the 
phrase, ‘Time me gentleman, please.’ The controlled assessment makes up the final element of the 
course in which students study Vietnam 1960-1975,  the reasons for US involvement, why they lost 
and the impact on both the people of America and Vietnam. 
 
How your work will be assessed  
 

 
Students will be assessed in two exams at the end of the two years of 
study. These will test students’ understanding of Life in Germany and 
Medicine Through Time, asking pupils to write both short answers, essays 
and analyse sources. The controlled assessment consists of three 
questions, which students will have to use a combination of their own 
knowledge and sources to answer. The exams will account for 75% of the 
total marks and the controlled assessment 25%. All students will sit the 
same papers. 

     
What this subject will lead to after Year 11  
 
The GCSE History course feeds into AS and A2 History, where students go on to explore, in more 
depth, themes in 20th century British, European and World History.  However, History is equally 
valuable to the student who has no desire to pursue his or her study of the past beyond GCSE: the 
associated skills of organisation, analysis and argument undoubtedly also support any number of AS 
combinations – and help to prepare young people for the world of work. 
 
 
Mr P Jones  
 
 



  

 
OPTION SUBJECT (a BSSS Subject) 
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Course overview: 
 

�  2 year course 
 

�  Takes up 1 option choice 
 

�  1 GCSE  
 

�  You will study areas linked to 
business studies: 

 
�  How businesses use marketing & 

promotion 
�  How businesses are structured 
�  How businesses operate  
�  New business systems 
�  Health & Safety issues 
�  Customer service 

 
 
Key areas of study:  
 
 
�  Unit 1: Understanding L&T 

industries (EXAM): 
 
�  Employment opportunities  
�  L&T facilities 
�  Visitor attractions 
�  Sustainable & responsible tourism  
�  Domestic & international tourism 
 
�  Unit 2: Moving forward in L&T 

(controlled Assessment)  
 
�  Modern travel & tourism business 

systems 
�  Sales and promotion 
�  UK and Global tourism destinations 
�  Impact of tourism on communities 

and destinations 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 
·  A level Travel & Tourism 
·  College Courses 
·  Employment  
 
 
Mr R Todd



  

 
ADDITIONAL CORE SUBJECT (Learning Routes: “T”, “X” and “O”) 

OPTION SUBJECT (Other Learning Routes) 
 

MEDIA STUDIES          GCSE 
 
What we aim to do 
 
The assessment for Media Studies contains two 
components:- 
 

1. Controlled assessment   60% 
2. Written Examination         40% 

 
The course is designed to enable students to:- 
 
a. develop their appreciation and critical 

understanding of the media and its role in their daily lives 
b. develop their practical and creative skills through opportunities for personal engagement and  
      creativity 
c. understand how to use media concepts and ideas to analyse media productions in their various 

contexts 
d. develop investigative, critical thinking and decision-making skills through consideration of issues  
      that are important, real and relevant to learners and to the world in which they live 
 
What we study 
 
In GCSE Media Studies, students will study a variety of different media.  This could include film, 
television, animated film, radio, magazines, music videos, websites and computer games.   
 
They will explore the key concepts of three main areas of media:  
 
e. Media Texts: Genre, Narrative and Representation 
f. Media Organisations: Marketing and Promotion, Regulation and Control Personal, Social and Ethical 

Dimensions 
g. Media Audiences / Users 
 
How your work is assessed 
 
For the written examination , students will respond to stimulus material chosen on a topic studied  
in lessons.  They will also demonstrate their planning and creative skills through a series of  
design-based tasks. 
 

For their controlled assessments,  students will produce three  
pieces of work from at least two different media: 
 
·  two textual investigations on two different media areas (20%) 
·  one media production consisting of research, planning, the  

production itself and an evaluation of the production (40%). 
 
 
 

 
 
Mrs C Miles and Mrs C Ramuz 



  

 

ADDITIONAL CORE SUBJECT (Learning Route “E”) 
OPTION SUBJECT (Learning Route “D”) 

 

MODERN LANGUAGES:       GCSE 

FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH  
 

What we aim to do 
The study of a Foreign Language is an integral part of a rounded 
curriculum. With increasing concern being expressed throughout the 
business community at the reduction in the numbers of school leavers 
with even a basic qualification in a foreign language, a good GCSE 
grade in a foreign language allows students a significant advantage in 
the international job market of today. We aim to provide not only the 
knowledge of a specific language, but also the transferable skills of 
how to learn a foreign language. 

 

 What we study 
 

The courses in each language all take the same format.  Two options are being offered in each 
language: a GCSE continuation course for students who have already been studying the language in 

Key Stage 3; and a GCSE beginner’s course for those students who 
have already taken their GCSE in their first language and wish to 
study a second language. Teaching in each language involves a lot of 
group and pair work, without neglecting grammar, which is of course 
essential if students are to achieve high GCSE grades and continue 
beyond GCSE level.  The GCSE courses develop topic areas covered 
at KS3 in more detail, encouraging students to develop their own 
opinions about a range of issues.  Students also have regular access 

to a dedicated ICT suite, with a range of exciting new software.  
 
The Department promotes positive attitudes to foreign language learning and to speakers of foreign 
languages.  Students in Year 11 will also have the opportunity to work with each of our Foreign 
Language Assistants, who are native speakers, to improve their speaking skills. 
 

How your work will be assessed 
 

For each language, the course structure is the same. The writing and 
speaking elements are worth 30% each.  Both skills are pre-prepared 
tasks on chosen topics and are assessed at least twice over the 2 year 
course, the speaking by the class teacher and the writing by the exam 
board.  Students will also sit external reading and listening exams 
worth 20% each.  These exams test a range of topic areas.  

 
 
 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 

The GCSE in a Modern Language leads to the in-depth study of these languages and cultures at 
AS/A2 level and beyond. Students considering study of any subject at established universities should 
be aware that these institutions consider a good GCSE language grade as an important indicator of 
overall academic ability. Similarly, many university courses now offer combined courses involving 
study of a foreign language and study abroad. 
 
 

Mr M Skitt                                                          

 



  

 
OPTION  SUBJECT (a Creative & Performing Arts Subje ct)  

 

MUSIC     .....           GCSE 
 
What we aim to do 
 
The course aims to lead to the enjoyment and appreciation of music through participation in three 

activities: listening, performing and composing. 
 
What we study 
 
Students who opt for this course should already be involved in musical activities 
beyond the classroom.  They must learn an instrument (any orchestral, rock or 
pop instrument or voice) and be prepared to perform in front of others.   The 
ability to read musical notation to some extent is a real advantage and students 
will need an enthusiasm for the subject, which demands the ability to work 
individually and with others as well as regular practice. All types of music are 

studied and are split into four broad areas of study. 
 
How your work is assessed  
 

SPECIFICATION AT A GLANCE  
 
1. Coursework Composing           (30% of total marks) 
 
 A folio of two compositions, based on the Areas of Study: 
 

·  Submissions will be by either  recording, wherever possible, with score, or  recording with 
detailed annotation. 

·  Internally assessed and moderated by Edexcel. 
 
2. Coursework Performing          (30% of total marks) 
 

·  One solo performance. 
·  One ensemble performance. 
·  Internally assessed and moderated by Edexcel.   

 
3.  Listening and Appraising Test         (40% of total marks) 
 

·  A listening and written paper of 1 hour 30 minutes 
·  All four Areas of Study will be included in the test 
·  Questions based on extracts from Set Works, three pieces 

from each area of study 
·  Externally-assessed by Edexcel 

 
What this subject can lead to after Year  11 
 
A good pass at GCSE (*A-B) would lead to a choice of A level Music and 
this in turn leads to Further Education and jobs related to Music.  
Students are encouraged to use Music Technology at GCSE level which 
can help studies at AS and A level Music and the wider arts and media 
industries. 
 
 
Mr S Bellatti  

 

 



  

OPTION SUBJECT (a Humanities Subject)  
 

PHILOSOPHY    GCSE 
 
What we aim to do 
 
The Philosophy GCSE course provides an opportunity for students to follow a coherent course, 

balanced in terms of breadth and depth, and supports the study of 
Christianity. 
 
What we study 
 
Students that opt for Philosophy GCSE will cover the material in Ethics 
GCSE, but will also attend two extra lessons of RE that will deliver the 
Philosophy side of the course.   
 
The content of the full course is divided into four topics of study: 

 
The Existence of God 
The Problems of Evil and Suffering  

 Miracles 
          Science and Religion  
 

How your work is assessed  
 
Assessment in the Full Course is through two examinations.  
(each of 1 hour and 30 minutes duration). 
 
During the course students will be encouraged to develop many skills including: 

- research 
- discussing 
- formulating arguments 
- clearly expressing opinions on issues after careful study of available evidence 

 
This course gives students opportunities to: 
 

a) acquire knowledge and develop understanding of the 
beliefs, values and traditions of one or more religions 

b) consider the influence of the beliefs, values and traditions 
associated with one or more religions 

c) consider religious and other responses to moral issues 
d) identify, investigate and respond to fundamental questions 

of life raised by religion and human experience, including 
questions about the meaning and purpose of life 

e) develop skills relevant to the study of religion 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year  11 
 
This course allows progression into general post-16 education and provides students with a point of 
departure for study at Advanced Subsidiary GCE and Advanced GCE in Religious Studies.    
 
 
Mrs G Williams 
 



  

 
OPTION SUBJECT (“OTHER”) 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION         GCSE 
 
What we aim to do 
 

The GCSE Physical Education course requires students to have a genuine 
interest in physical education and sport. They must have good sporting ability 
in a range of activities. It is best suited to pupils in the top and middle sets in 
year 9 who have achieved at least a level 6 in PE at the end of Key Stage 3.  
 
We expect each candidate to be part of the school team or to participate in 
activities out of school hours. 
 
How your work is assessed  
 
Theory   - 40% 
Coursework - 60% 
       

 
SPECIFICATION SUMMARY 
 
4 lessons over 2 weeks, with 2 practical lessons and 2 theory. 
 
The course is divided between theory and practical as follows: 
 
UNIT 1 – THEORY 

 
Yr 10 – Unit B451 – Exam x 1 hour – May – 20% 
Yr 11 – Unit B453 – Exam x 1 hour – May – 20% 

 
UNIT 2 - COURSEWORK 

 
Section 1 -  Yr 10 - Analysing Lifestyle Task (written task) – 5% 
 
Section 2 -  Yr 10 & 11 - Practical Performance in FOUR activities chosen from at least two 

of the following areas: Invasion Games, Striking Games, Net, Wall and Target 
Games, Gymnastic Activities, Combat activities, Dance activities, Athletic 
activities, Outdoor and Adventurous activities, Swimming Activities– 50% 

 
Section 3 -  Yr 11 - Analysing Performance Task (written task) – 5% 
 

 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 
The course is of great value to those considering AS Level Physical Education and should be 
regarded as obligatory in the majority of cases.  The course can also support further studies in the 
Sport and Leisure industry. 
 
 
Mr J Shore-Nye 



  

 
OPTION SUBJECT (a Science Subject) 

 

TRIPLE SCIENCE      GCSE 
 

For Triple Science students will need an average of 5a and above in Maths and Science. 
 

What we aim to do 
 

The Triple Science option course builds upon the core science components.  It is designed for more 
able students who are well motivated and enthusiastic about the subject.  It is particularly useful for 
those who are considering further study of science after the age of 16 or for those considering a 
science-based career.  
 
 

What we study 
 

Students follow the GCSE separate science courses as a core 
plus option subject . Students can gain 3 separate GCSE science 
grades: Biology, Chemistry and Physics.   
 
The first units of the separate sciences are the same as those 
studied by students following the GCSE Core Science course.  
Students opting for the GCSE separate science courses then 
complete additional units, covering further topics to increase their 
breadth and depth of understanding in each of the three subject 
areas.  

 

Triple Science is taught as three separate subjects with a different teacher for each subject.   
 
 
How your work will be assessed 
 
At the end of Year 10, students take their first exam in all three subjects.  In January and June of 
Year 11, students take two more exams for each of the three subjects.  Students also have to 
complete coursework which is carried out under controlled conditions.  Coursework counts for 25% of 
each GCSE and is now known as “Controlled Assessment”. 
 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 

 
A good grade in GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics provides a 
solid grounding for our AS and A2 Science courses: Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, Electronics and Science in Society.  The right 
combination of these can lead to degrees in Medicine, Pharmacy, 
Engineering, Forensic Science, Biotechnology, Marine Biology and 
many more.   
 
 
 

 
 
Mr A Blount 
 



  

 
OPTION SUBJECT (a BSSS Subject)   

 

SOCIOLOGY   ....            GCSE 
 
What we aim to do 
 

 
 
 
Sociology is exciting, interesting and relevant to students’ 
lives.  It encourages a questioning approach to topical issues 
and helps students think for themselves about Britain today.  
This is a ‘living subject’ that helps students to understand the 
society in which they live.   
 
Topics we cover include how far the mass media affects our 
behaviour, the causes of crime, and changes in the family 
such as the increase in lone parent families and why there is 
a gap between male and female achievement at school. 
 

 
What we study 
 
There are several topics covered by two examination units: 
 
Unit 1 

·  Studying Society 
·  Families  
·  Education 

 
Unit 2 

·  Crime and Deviance 
·  Mass Media 
·  Power 
·  Social Inequality 

 
 
How your work is assesseda 
 
You will be assessed by taking two examinations.  There is no coursework or controlled assessment 
and no tiering of the examination papers. 
 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 
This subject is useful for many different areas of work and for further study.  It can be applied in 
many different areas of work including human resources, education, media, law and order, marketing 
and medicine. 
 
Students who have studied GCSE Sociology may wish to continue their studies by taking the AS/A 
Level course in Sociology. 
 
 
Mrs E Cherry 
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LEARNING ROUTE “X”  

(ie. Agricultural Studies, + 2 x choices from BTEC/ OCR,  
+ 1 x GCSE option or 1 x Vocational option)  

 

AGRICULTURAL STUDIES (at Oxted School)    
 

Level 1 Certificate 
What we study 

For the level 1 certificate in Agricultural Studies the students will study six units: 

·  Self-Assessment:  This mandatory unit in which the students will consider their 
own strengths and weaknesses and how they might address areas of 
weaknesses. They will set short and learn term goals and make plans for 
achieving them. 

·  Career Progression:  This is a mandatory unit in which the students will learn 
what is required of them in order to progress in a career that interests them. 
They will explore various types of career progression resources and guidance, 
and the various work or study options they offer. 

·  Assist with the Care of Animals: The students will be able to assist with the 
care of animals, including monitoring the health and condition of the animals 
and providing feed and water. 

·  Understanding Soils:  Students will learn what soil is and where it has come 
from. They will be able to separate and measure the different components that soil 
is made of as well as appreciating their importance for plant growth. 

·  Assist with Feeding and Watering Horses: The student will master the basic skills 
required for providing routine feeding and watering to individual and groups of horses. 

·  Assist with maintaining plants:  The students will assist with the maintenance of 
plants and crops including watering; spacing; observing and reporting problems; 
weeding; training and pruning.                                                           

The course content is largely practical. The 
students will visit local resources and will be 
videoed and photographed demonstrating the skills 
that are necessary to pass each unit. The learning 
is reinforced by an element of written work 

 

What are BTEC Level 1 qualifications? 

BTEC Level 1 qualifications are designed to enhance students’ work and life skills in a range 
of vocational contexts.  The vocational studies certificate gives students the opportunity to 
engage in learning which is relevant to them and will provide opportunities to develop a 
range of skills and techniques, personal skills and attributes essential for successful 
performance in working life. 

 
 
Contact:  Mr R Todd ( rtodd@oxted.surrey.sch.uk ) 



  

 
BTEC SUBJECT (LEARNING ROUTES “T”, “X” OR “O”) 

 

APPLIED SCIENCE         BTEC LEVEL 2 
       
  
What we aim to do 

 
The BTEC Level 2 Certificate in Applied Science is equivalent to one GCSE and covers the Key 
Stage 4 Programme of Study for Science. It is made up of three units with each unit having four or 
five tasks to be completed.  
 
 
What we study      
 
Unit 1 – Chemistry and Our Earth 
 
This unit covers the basics of chemistry and the associated 
skills that are in demand in industry. These topics include the 
basic chemical classification system of elements, compounds 
and mixtures, the safe use of chemicals within work setting, 
industrial uses of chemistry in the production of items for sale 
and the ways to maximise the production of these items and 
how natural factors and chemical reactions have changed the 
Earth since its origin and are still changing it. 
 5 2 
Unit 2 – Energy and Our Universe 
 5 2 
With an important emphasis on experimental investigations, and to some extent computer 
simulations, students will explore the physical world we live in. Our nearest star, the Sun, provides us 
with huge quantities of ‘clean’ renewable energy. This energy comes in various forms and students 
will explore its various forms and how it is transformed into useful effects. There is also an emphasis 
on comparing renewable and non-renewable sources of energy and how modern technology is 
playing its part in harnessing renewable energy sources. Economic and environmental issues are 
also considered.  
 
Unit 3 – Biology and Our Environment 
 
In this unit students will understand why it is important to develop a knowledge of the wide variety of 
living organisms on Earth and how biologists group them. Hey will learn how different organisms on 
Earth interact with each other and the environment and why it is important to develop an 
understanding of the basic structure of animal and plant cells and their functions. The role of DNA 
and how inheritance is responsible for certain conditions plays an important part in this unit, as does 
the biological factors which may affect human health and how body systems respond to internal and 
external environmental changes. 



  

 
 
 
How your work is assessed  
 
Each task and associated teaching will take approximately 4 lessons. These will be completed 
weekly and submitted for marking and stored in their portfolio. The 14 tasks will be graded as either 
Pass, Merit or Distinction. In order to pass the qualification, students must pass all 14 tasks as well 
as a final examination element of 25%. For a Merit, all tasks must be at Merit level, and for 
Distinction, all tasks must achieve Distinction. The criteria to achieve each level are listed on the task 
sheet which is given to students.  
 
It is anticipated that tasks will be completed in lesson time, however, if students are striving to 
achieve Merit or Distinction, evidence of independent study outside of lessons will be required. 
Equally, if students are absent from school, they will be required to complete the task in their own 
time. If a student does not complete all 14 tasks they will not be able to pass the course.  
 
 
How you can support your son/daughter  
 
As always, we welcome your support.  Encouraging full attendance in Science lessons is imperative. 
It will be easier for students to achieve if they have full attendance as the assessed tasks will be 
completed in lesson time.  Students will be given copies of the assessment criteria for each task and 
these will be available on FRONTER.  You can view these and assist your child as necessary each 
week if you so wish.  
 
 
Further Information 
 
http://www.edexcel.com/quals/firsts10/appsci/Pages/ default.aspx  
 
 
Mr A Blount 
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LEARNING ROUTE “T” OR “X”  

 

BUSINESS STUDIES   
     OCR Level 2 

 

What we aim to do 
 

Studying OCR Level 2 national in Business will provide an introduction to the world of business. 
 

What we study 
 

·  Unit 1 – Investigating Business  
- looking at business ownership,  
location and competition 

 
·  Unit 2 - Enterprise and Operations  

– looking at a gap in the market and 
developing a business plan for a new 
business 

 
·  Unit 3 – Finance in Business – 

looking at funding, estimating 
potential sales and break even 

 
·  Unit 4 – Communication in Business 

– looking at written and verbal 
communication in business 

 
·  Unit 5 – Working with people in Business  

– looking at recruitment and employment legislation 
 

·  Unit 11 – Keeping Customers Happy  
– looking at the importance of customer service. 

 
What will you do during the course? 
 

·  You will complete assignments for each unit. You have to complete ALL the assignments to 
complete the course. 

 
How your work is assessed 
 

1. Your assignments will be assessed by your teacher and you will be given the opportunity to 
improve your work. 

2. Your work will then be moderated internally in school. 
3. Your work will then be assessed and moderated by an external moderator 
4. There are no exams. 

 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11  
 

It is helpful for: 
·  Progression onto Level 3 National Certificate in Business or Travel and Tourism 
·  A good understanding of the world of business and work. 
 
 

Mrs E Affinito 



  

 

LEARNING ROUTE “T” OR “X” 
 

CARING FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
 

CACHE   (Council for Awards in Care, Health and Education) 
Level 2 Certificate Introducing Caring for Children  and Young People 

 
This qualification is designed to give students a basic understanding of childcare and education, 
development of children and parenting.  
 

What we aim to do 
 
This is a course for those students who would like to work with children. It is also a valuable course 
for anyone who wants to have a family in the future or who wishes to go further in the caring 
professions – eg. children’s nurse, early years teacher, health visitor or if you aspire to work in a 
playgroup or nursery 
 
The qualification at Oxted will consist of a variety of units. Each unit has a credit value. Students 
must complete 16 credits. 
There is no examination but you must be genuinely interested in young children and also be able to 
keep up with the assessed coursework 
 
What we study 
 

·  Safeguarding the welfare of children and young peop le – looking at legislation and 
guidelines for keeping young children safe; knowing how to recognize illness and how treat 
children who are sick or injured; looking at abuse and understanding how to deal with such 
situations 

·  Use of Food and Nutrition to plan a healthy diet  – understanding food labeling, food 
additives and providing healthy balanced diets. 

·  The value of play to young children  – how play helps development; different play activities 
from birth – 6 years; the role of the adult in play provision 

·  Young children’s development  – stages of development from birth to three years; factors 
that affect development; supporting children in providing for their basic needs 

·  Rights and responsibilities in relation to parentin g*- rights of the parents in bringing up 
children; parental responsibilities in bringing up children; providing a safe and secure 
environment for growth and development 

·  Caring for young children in a babysitting environm ent*- understand the responsibilities 
of babysitting; know suitable age appropriate toys and activities; how to prepare a small child 
for sleeping 

·  Parenting a young baby *- responsibilities of parents in caring for babies; how to access 
support, how to respond to a sick baby; how to provide stimulating activities for as young 
baby 

 
*Completion of these units will also allow students to achieve an additional qualification. 
Level 2 Award Preparation for the Responsibilities of Parenting.  
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 

After this you could study: CACHE - Level 3 courses in Child Care at college 
NVQ Level 3 courses 
AS / A2 Health & Social care courses at school or college 

 
 
Mrs C Bulldeath 



  

 
LEARNING ROUTE “T” OR “X” 

 

BTEC LEVEL 2 CERTIFICATE IN SPORT  
 

What we aim to do 
 
BTEC Firsts are QCF Level 2 qualifications designed to provide 
specialist work-related qualifications in a range of sectors. They give 
learners the knowledge, understanding and skills that they need to 
prepare for employment . The course requires students to have a 
genuine interest in physical education and sport.  
 
How your work is assessed  
 
 
 
 
 

       

 
 
 
 
 
 
Specification Summary 
4 lessons over 2 weeks, with 2 practical lessons and 2 theory. 
 
BTEC in Sport: Advantages 

�  No exam at the end (BTEC Sport is all assignment based). 
�  Allows you more time to revise for other subjects. 
�  All assignments will be completed in school. 

 
What is a BTEC in Sport Worth? 

o Equivalent to a A-C Grade at GCSE (see table below). 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 

�  Give full-time learners the opportunity to enter employment in the sport and active 
leisure sector. 

�  Continue into sixth form to study the Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Sport (A 
level equivalent). 

 
BTEC Sport qualifications have been accredited to the Qualifications and Credit Framework 
(QCF). 
 
For further information go to the following website:- 
http://www.edexcel.com/quals/firsts10/sport/Pages/d efault.aspx   
 
 
Mr J Shore-Nye 

 

Unit 1: 
Fitness Testing and Training 

5 Credits 
 

Unit 2: 
Practical Sport 

10 Credits 
 

PASS C 

MERIT B 

DISTINCTION A 



  

 
LEARNING ROUTE “T” OR “X” 

 

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 
 

BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in Health & Socia l Care 
 
What we aim to do 
 
This is a course for students who wish to work in the health and caring professions. It will provide a 
work related focus and the skills needed to help prepare students for employment in this vocational 
area.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 What we study 
 
This course is made of 4 units:  
 
Communicating in Health & Social Care  - will enable and equip learners with the skills and 
strategies needed to communicate effectively; learn the different forms of communication and 
understand the barriers to effective communication and how to over come them 
Individual needs in Health & Social Care – will enable the learner to explore the needs of 
individuals at different stages of life; understand the factors that influence and affect the health & 
needs of individuals and be able to plan to meet the needs of the individual. 
Human Lifespan development – will enable the learner to develop a knowledge and understanding 
of how people grow and develop over their lifespan and the factors that affect development 
The Impact of Diet on Health – this unit will enable the learner to understand the importance of diet 
to the health of the individual.  
 
BTEC Health & Social Care is mainly assessed through coursework.  There is a final examination 
worth 25%.  The BTEC can be gained at Pass / Merit / Distinction as long as the student has fulfilled 
all the criteria. 
 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 
The BTEC can lead to AS and A level in Health and Social Care in Year 12.  It also leads to BTEC 
Level 3 Nationals or NVQ level 3 in Health & Social care at local colleges. 
 
 
Mrs C Bulldeath 
 

Who should take this course 
 
Students who are interested in a 
career in the caring professions; 
who like to work with people.  
Careers such as nursing, police, 
health visitor or those who aspire 
to work in a care home or as a 
carer.  
 

 



  

 
LEARNING ROUTE “T” OR “X” 

 

TRAVEL & TOURISM 
OCR Level 2 National Award  

 

There are many good reasons for choosing OCR Nation als... 
 

·  Candidates develop the vital practical and applicable skills needed by today’s employers 
 
·  They suit a very wide range of learning styles because they focus on ongoing assessment 
 
·  They attract DfE School and College Achievement and Attainment Table recognition 
 
·  They attract UCAS points at Level 3 
 
A means of measuring success 
 

·  Some candidates respond better to continual 
assessment than exams. OCR Nationals let 
candidates of every ability gain qualifications 
that represent their true understanding and 
ability. 

 

·  Continual assessment and learning support 
gives candidates clear ongoing indications of 
their progress, which helps them achieve real 
success. 

 

What we study 
 

Mandatory units: 
 
Unit 1 —  Exploring travel and tourism  developing an 
understanding of the travel and tourism industry 
examining the services offered and job roles involved 
within in a chosen industry sector. 
 

Unit 2 —  Dealing with customers in travel and 
tourism  providing customer care within a travel and 
tourism environment studying the elements and delivery 
of excellent customer care. 

Optional unit: 

Unit 13 – Investigating Airports and Airlines  developing an understanding of the different types of 
employment opportunities and business functions that are incorporate everyday life in the airport and 
airline industries  

What the OCR Level 2 National is equivalent to? 
 

·  2 GCSE grades A* - C 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 

Higher Education courses, a – level studies, OCR Level 3 Nationals OR employment  

 
School contact: Mr R Todd (Head of Vocational Education) ( rtodd@oxted.surrey.sch.uk  ) 
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VOCATIONAL OPTION SUBJECT (LEARNING ROUTE “O”) 

 

CATERING  .....         GCSE & LEVEL 1 
        
What we aim to do 
 
A GCSE in Catering will enable students to develop their skills and knowledge in preparation for a 
vocation in this field.  It will encourage interdisciplinary skills of creative thinking and independence 
with practical cooking skills.  It is suitable for those wishing to progress further in this field in the 
future.  Catering and the service industry is one of the largest in the country and is always on the 
look out for skilled and enthusiastic workers.  
 
What we study      
 
During the course you will have the opportunity to plan and cook a wide variety of dishes that would 
be suitable for the service industry.  Particular attention is paid to presentation of dishes and meals 
The syllabus provides an opportunity to study:- 

 
·  The food and drink industry  
·  Jobs, roles and employment opportunities 
·  Health safety and hygiene  
·  Food preparation, cooking and presentation 
·  Nutrition and menu planning 
·  Costing and portion control 
·  Specialist catering equipment 

 
 
 

 
How your work is assessed  

 
The course is assessed by:     60% coursework  
         40% examination 
 
During the course, students are encouraged to develop their 
practical skills through a range of activities, as well as learning to 
evaluate and consider the effects of preparation, cooking and 
presentation on the foods cooked 
 
You will generally have one theory lesson and one practical     
lesson each week. 

 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 
The GCSE course may lead to  AS and A level in Food Technology,  or a Level 3 Catering course at 
a further Education college  
 
Following a course in Catering can lead to a wide range of career opportunities in one of the fastest 
expanding service areas.  There are a wide range of excellent job opportunities and the subject links 
well with a large number of other curriculum subjects.  
 
 
Mrs C Bulldeath 
 



  

 
VOCATIONAL OPTION SUBJECT (LEARNING ROUTE “O”) 

 

CONSTRUCTION   (BTEC Introductory Diploma in Construction) 
 
What we aim to do 
 

Students are taught at East Surrey College. This qualification is designed 
to prepare students to work in Construction. It has been specifically 
developed for delivery in a training environment using simulated 
conditions and the assessment is based on theory and practical activities.  
This qualification is equivalent to 4 GCSEs D - G . 
 
 
 

 
What we study 
 
Core units: 
 
Unit 1: Starting Work in Construction  
Unit 2: Working in construction  
Unit 3: Developing skills and Working 
Safely in Construction 
Personal Skills: 
 
Unit 4: Personal Effectiveness 
Unit 5: Social Responsibility at work  
 
Optional Units: 
 
Unit 7: Developing in Joinery Skills  
Unit 8: Developing Trowel Skills  
Unit 9: Developing Painting & Decorating 
Skills 
 
How your work is assessed  
 
All work will be continuously assessed by 
observation of practical tasks as well as 
written tests/assignments. 
 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 

 
Progression into full-time college programmes such as a City & Guilds 
Level 1 Diploma in Construction Crafts or a BTEC National Diploma in 
Construction. 
 
Other information 
For all workshop activities you will need to have your own steel toe boots 
and overalls - these can be purchased through the college at a cost of 
approximately £25.00. 
 

 

 
School contacts: Mr Todd (Head of Vocational Educat ion) Mr Butt (Vocational Coordinator)  
 



  

 
VOCATIONAL OPTION SUBJECT (LEARNING ROUTE “O”)  

 

ENGINEERING   
Performing Engineering Operations NVQ Level 1 & 2 

 

What we aim to do 
 

This 2-year course involves investigating basic engineering skills and creating a number of 
engineered products. The course is both workshop and classroom based and will include relevant 
work related visits.  
 
This course is equivalent to:   Level 1 : 6 x GCSE’s D – G / Level 2 : 6 x GCSE’s A* - C 
 

What we study 
 

Mandatory units: 
Working safely in an engineering environment 
Developing yourself and working with other people on 
engineering activities 
Using and communicating technical information 
 
                                    
Supporting units: 
 
Marking out for engineering activities 
Maintaining mechanical devices and systems 
Maintaining electrical equipment and systems 
 
How the course is assessed 
 
The course is assessed by observation of practical 
tasks as well as written assignments. You will 
compile     a portfolio of work that will track the 
evidence for the units you study. 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 
Progression into full-time college programmes such 
as BTEC National Diploma in Mechanical or 
Electrical engineering or you can apply for a Modern 
Apprenticeship with various Engineering companies.  
Engineering offers interesting and rewarding career 
paths for both male and female students.  
 

For the LEVEL 2  course there is an entry requirement to be level 5  or above at Key Stage 3 in 
Mathematics and Science 
 

You will need to wear protective clothing and steel toe boots in the workshop.  These can be 
purchased through the college at a cost of approximately £23.00. 
 
This course is taught at East Surrey College.  Places on this course are limited and therefore 
students who apply will then have to go for a college interview.  Their place will be also based upon 
their readiness for the commitment of a two year college place.  Students will also be involved in out 
of school hour’s education and their application has to take this into account. 
 
 
School contacts: Mr Todd (Head of Vocational Education) Mr Butt (Vocational Coordinator) 

 
 



  

 
VOCATIONAL OPTION SUBJECT (Route “O”)  

 

HAIRDRESSING  NVQ Level 1 
                                                                                   
Are you interested in fashion and do you enjoy being with people, 
interacting with them and being creative?  If the answer is yes 
achieving your NVQ Level 1 at ‘‘elements’’ is for you!   
 
At ‘Elements’ you will benefit from being in a vibrant salon environment 
where you will experience and really enjoy being part of a team that is 
passionate about our craft.   
 
What we aim to do 
 
The Level 1 Hairdressing course is the first step to an exciting career in hairdressing and will give you 
the chance to develop a variety of practical and communication skills which you’ll use to assist the stylist 
in a salon.  You will enjoy learning and applying your new skills in preparation for the Level 2. 
                                                                                                 
What we study 
 

- Learning practical and communication skills with the salon reception team 
- Understanding what creates effective working relationships and having fun putting this into practice. 
- Learning how to support the team and assist with perming and colouring services. 
- Understanding and putting into practice the preparation and maintenance of the different areas in the salon.  
- All the relevant Health & Safety studies. 
 
How the course is assessed 
 
Your learning throughout the course is assessed through observation of your practical and communication skills 
as well as your coursework and end of unit exams. 
 
What can the course lead to after Year 11 
 
Once you complete the course you can then progress onto the 
NVQ Level 2 in either Hairdressing or Beauty Therapy.  You can 
also gain valuable experience during this time as an assistant in a 
hairdressing salon.  Within Hairdressing there are many 
interesting avenues of work to explore and learn with qualifications 
leading up to an NVQ 4 if you wish. 
 
The Small Print 
 
We wear seasonal uniforms at ‘elements’, yours will be complimented with an ‘elements’ Academy “T”-shirt.  
 
Our Aim 
 
Our aim is to share our passion, knowledge and skills with you to 
enable you to enjoy and reap the rewards to the full of an exciting 
career in the hairdressing industry.  We look forward to welcoming 
you.  All elements of the theory and practical elements of the course 
are taught at the e ‘elements’ Academy in Oxted .  We look 
forward to meeting you and your family for interviews and tours of 
the Academy and salon. 
 
Option information 
 
This qualification has been placed in the ‘V’ column in the Learning Route grid. This means that if you chose 
Hairdressing you will be able to study three other options accompanied by the standard core curriculum. The 
timetable of study will involve either a morning or afternoon at the salon.  
 
 
School contact: Mr Todd (Head of Vocational Education) Mr Butt (Vocational Coordinator) 
 
Elements contact: Ms B McNaughton-Khattri 



  

 
VOCATIONAL OPTION SUBJECT ( Route “O”)  

 

MOTOR VEHICLES                     IMI Level 1 Award  
 

What we aim to do 
 
The Level 1 IMI is a challenging and demanding course that will enable you to embark on a career 
as a Motor Vehicle Mechanic or Technician. You will learn vehicle servicing and repair through a 
combination of practical and written work in specially equipped workshops. You will also be expected 
to complete course and homework  
 

What we study 
 
Working safely and effectively 
Foundation Mechanical skills 
Vehicle construction and routine maintenance 
Operating principles of tyres, brakes, and steering and suspension systems. 
Operating principles of engines 
Operating principles and maintenance of transmission systems 
Operating systems of electrical and electronic systems. 
 
How your work is assessed  
 
All work will be continuously assessed by observation of practical tasks together with oral and written 
tests.  There will also be end of unit ‘on line’ tests. 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11 
 
The Institute of the Motor Industry Award Level 2 and apprenticeships within the Motor Industry. 
 
Other Information:  All workshop activities require overalls and steel toe boots. These can be 
purchased through the college at a cost of approximately £23.00. 
 

                       
 
This course is taught at East Surrey College .  Places on this course are limited and therefore 
students who apply will then have to go for a college interview.  Their place will be also based upon 
their readiness for the commitment of a two year college place.  Students will also be involved in out 
of school hour’s education and their application has to take this into account.  
 
School contacts:  Mr Todd (Head of Vocational Education) Mr Butt (Vocational Coordinator) 
  



  

 
EXTRA CURRICULUM  

 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD                Silver Award 
 

This is a free standing award taken in students’ 
own time, not as part of their school timetable.   

 
 

What we aim to do  
 

The Duke of Edinburgh's Award is an internationally recognised Award, which has been in existence 
for almost 60 years. The programme aims to provide young people with an enjoyable, challenging 
and rewarding programme of personal development, which is of the highest quality and the widest 
reach.  The programme is not timetabled. However, it is available to all as an extra-curricular option. 
 
What we study  
 

The Award provides its challenge at three levels; 
Bronze, Silver and Gold.  Each level follows a 
broadly similar format with the main difference 
being an increasing time commitment as the 
young people progress through each level. In 
Year 9, students may have opted to participate in 
the Bronze Award.  On successful completion of 
an application form, students in Year 10 may be 
accepted on the Silver Award.  At this level, 
participants must follow a self-designed flexible 
programme of cultural and adventurous activity 
whatever their background or ability. This involves 
the committing to Skill, Physical Recreation and 

Volunteering Activities for at least 6 months.  The final section of their award involves the successful 
completion of a three day expedition. We currently offer expeditions on foot, canoe or mountain bike.  
 
How your work will be assessed  
 

The emphasis of The Award leans towards participation and away from a need to achieve at a high 
level.  As an Award each activity undertaken will be assessed.  Provided that the participant is able 
to show the necessary degree of commitment to the award, the assessment side of things is usually 
a formality.   
 
Assessment  
 

Assessment for The Award is based on successful completion of 
each section.  There is no examination. 
 
What this subject can lead to after Year 11  
 

On completion of the Silver Award students will be offered the 
opportunity to enrol on the Gold Award.  The Award is recognised 
by employers and people involved in education. The benefits to 
young people include developing self-confidence and self-reliance; 
gaining a sense of achievement and responsibility; discovering new 
skills, interests and talents and developing leadership skills and 
abilities.  All this and more will help equip young people of today to 
make a success of their future. 
 
 
Mr I Jefferson  



  

 

YEAR 10 Options Application Form 
 

 

How to complete the form: 
 
On the separate application form, which you will be given at the Options Evening, please enter your 
name, tutor group and whether you are Population A or B. 
 
Step 1: 
 
Tick your Learning Route.  You will have been informed of your suggested Learning Route in a 
separate communication. 
 
Step 2: 
 
Depending on your Learning Route – you will then have to choose from Additional Core Subjects.  
Please do so. 
 
Fill in your choice of subjects within your Learning Route, as advised. 
 
Put your subjects in number order with one being your first choice up to a maximum of five.  Please 
give a reserve choice.    
 
Remember PE and RE (Ethics) are compulsory but can also be chosen as option subjects. 
 
Step 3: 
 
If you have chosen a vocational course at Oxted or at East Surrey College you must now fill in the 
additional application form.     
 
 

Please note we will not be able to run courses that  attract too few students.  We will try and 
make sure you gain your preferred choices but we ca nnot guarantee this. If we cannot offer 
you the courses you are applying for we will discus s this with you.  
 

If we think you have not chosen the best route or t he best subjects for your futures we will 
ask you to re-consider your application.  
 

If you have any questions about your form please do not hesitate to ask for help from your tutor or 
other staff. 
 

 
Please return this form to your tutor by Monday 20 February 2012 at the latest . 



  

Year 10 Options Application Form 
 

NAME:   
 TUTOR GROUP:  POPULATION:  A B 

STEP 1: LEARNING 
ROUTE.   Please tick one 
route below:  

STEP 2: 
 
Please tick according to your route: 

 

D 
  

�  
 

 
+ English Literature 

Double 
Science 

 Triple Science 
considered if 
student is L5a+ in 
Sci/Ma 

 

E 
 �  +English  

 Literature 
+ a MFL under step 3 and 
please choose the right level  

Double 
Science 

 Or Triple 
Science 

 

 

T 
  

�  
 

+ Media  Studies 
Maths and English  
Functional Skills 

 
�  

 

X 
  

�  
 

+ Media Studies  
 

+ Agricultural Studies 
 

O 
  

�  
 

+ Media Studies 

 

 

STEP 3 
 

Please see Learning Routes guidance  for type and number of options available. 

Routes D (4 choices) and E (2 choices).  
Routes T, X and O. Please make the choice from your  route and then 1 choice from the GCSE 
column. 
(Subjects in number order with ‘1’ being your first  choice) 
(Please provide a reserve choice)  

Art & Design  Routes X  
Business Studies GCSE  Agricultural Studies  
Dance    
Drama    
Drawing & Painting (Art)  Routes T and X   
DT - Resistant Materials  Business Studies OCR National  
DT – Graphic Products    
FDT GCSE  Caring for Children & Young People  
French GCSE  Adv     
German GCSE  Adv   Certificate in Sport BTEC  
Spanish GCSE  Adv     
Geography  Health & Social Care BTEC  
History    
Leisure and Tourism GCSE  Travel and Tourism BTEC  
Media Studies    
Music    
PE GCSE    
Philosophy  Route O: (see overleaf)   
Photography (Digital) (Art)  Catering (GCSE)  
Science (Triple) Route D if L5A + Ma/Sci  Construction (BTEC)  
Sociology  Engineering (NVQ) L1  L2  
Textiles (Art)  Hairdressing (NVQ)  
  Motor vehicles (IMI)  

Please note we hope to run all courses but they can  
only run if there are viable numbers opting for the m. 

 



  

 

YEAR 10 Vocational Courses Application Form 
 

You must use this sheet to apply for a place on the  following courses: 
Please return this form to your tutor by Monday 20 February 2012 . 

 

VOCATIONAL COURSES:  
 

COURSE NAME LEVEL VENUE 

Construction  BTEC Entry 
Level 1 

East Surrey College/Oxted 
School 

Catering GCSE  
Level 1 Oxted School 

Engineering  
NVQ Level 1 
or 
NVQ Level 2 

East Surrey College 

 

Hairdressing  
 

NVQ Level 1 Elements Salon, Oxted 

 

Motor vehicles  
 

IMI Level 1 East Surrey College 

 
 

Courses at East Surrey College will include some ou t of hours learning on an afternoon 
which may mean that you will not return to school u ntil approximately 5pm.  
 

As the number of places available on some of the Vocational Courses is very limited, and we 
anticipate that the demand will be high, please use this sheet to explain the reasons why you would 
like to take the course and why you should be allocated one of the places. 
 

There will be a separate institution based application form and process for East Surrey College and 
Elements Hair Salon. 
 

NAME : 
(CAPITALS)  

 
 

TUTOR 
GROUP: 

 

 

 
Course applying for:   
 
 

 
I would like to be considered for this course becau se: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

You will not be considered for a place on these cou rses if you do not complete this form. 
Please return this form to your tutor by Monday 20 February 2012. 

 
 



  

 
Frequently asked questions  

 

Do my choices matter? 
 

Yes. The subjects you choose for Key Stage 4 can have a direct impact on your future learning and 
career choice. This is why you must take advice and think carefully about the subjects that you are 
applying to take in Year 10. All students follow a common core of subjects but the options you apply 
for should be matched to your learning and abilities.  
 
Does it matter which learning route I take?  
 

Yes.  The learning routes are designed to guide you into the courses best suited to you as a learner.  
You should listen carefully to the advice you receive towards your learning route.  Most students will 
follow the GCSE route  leading to 9 GCSEs (and a half GCSE in Ethics).  If you follow the more 
vocational routes then you will also be able to choose from double awards or vocational courses.  

 

Will a particular route restrict my choices post-16 ? 

No. All the routes enable you to gain a broad and balanced set of qualifications, which are 
appropriate for post-16 courses in the Sixth Form and College and employment.  You should aim  to 
do well across the subjects you are studying leaving you with a good range of choices at 16+.  

 

What if I am confused?  

Seek advice. You must talk to your parents about your options application and to the staff at school.  
The first person should be your tutor.  You should also attend the Options Evening  on 13 January 
2011.  There are a number of other staff to talk to including your Head of House, the Careers staff 
and your subject staff.  

 

Will my subject staff explain their GCSE courses?  

Yes.  In lessons prior to 11 March 2010 subject staff will take time to explain their subjects in Year 10 
and Year 11.  You will also have assemblies to offer advice and guidance.  Your subject staff will 
also be present with additional information on 13 January 2010 at the Options Evening.  

 

When do I have to complete my application?  

The application form needs to be handed to your tutor by 20 February 2012 .   

 

Can I change my mind later?  

Generally no .  After all the students in Year 9 have handed in their option application forms we have 
to process the information to make your timetables ready for the start of your courses in September.  
If this information is constantly changing it is very difficult to complete the school timetable.   
 

This is why it is important to pay careful attentio n to all the information and guidance that is 
being provided now to make the right informed decis ions . 



  

 

Year 10 Options   Guide to Key Terms 
 
 
CACHE   Council for Awards in Care, Health and Education 
 
GCSE    General Certificate in Secondary Education 
 
BTEC/NOCN Vocational qualifications awarded at levels equivalent to GCSE. Level 1 

qualifications are at GCSE grades D to G and Level 2 at GCSE grades 
A to C. 

 
BTEC ENTRY A basic qualification prior to Level 1 
 
NVQ National Vocational Qualification 
 
IMI/PEO Institute of Motor Industry and Performing Engineering Operations – 

vocational qualifications offered at East Surrey College.     
 
Coursework This work is produced in lessons and for homework and counts 

towards final grades.  This is usually completed in controlled 
conditions. 

 
Examination Boards           These bodies run GCSE and other examinations.  
  
Moderation  This is where staff check their marking of student work and ensure it is 

to the correct standards.  
 
Module A specific part of an examination course.  
 
Modular Course An examination course made of distinct modular units. Usually students 

are tested at the end of each module.  
 
Connexions  The Surrey Careers and Guidance service.  
 
AS Level The qualification students can study towards in Year 12 the first year of 

A-Level.  
 
A2 Level The qualification students usually study in Year 13.  
 
Further Education (FE) The qualification students can study towards after leaving school. 
 



  

 
Using the Web for Transition Planning 

 

Key sites: 
 

Careersetc on the Oxted School Intranet:  (go to Community, then click on Careers etc) 
 

·  Link to Pathfinder HE software which matches student preferences to potential 
careers and required qualifications. 

·  Pathfinder HE is a bank of 100 questions which the students are required to answer 
– this takes approx 45 minutes. 

·  Pathfinder has a database covering most careers with detailed information regarding 
qualifications, potential earnings, working conditions and promotional prospects. 

·  Link to Advice – FAQs for KS3, KS4, and KS5. 
·  Careers Topics Buttons have masses of information relating to careers, higher 

education, training and job related general information. 
 

www.direct.gov.uk  
 

·  Search Careers Helpline for links to Careers Advisors by email and webchat. 
·  Search Education and Learning for information regarding university and Higher 

Education information 
 

www.careersbox.co.uk  
 

·  A website with a series of short films describing different jobs 
·  New film clips are added regularly 
 

www.prospects.ac.uk  
 

·  National service aimed at graduates but used effectively in schools and colleges 
·  Options with your subject can help with course choice 
·  Industry Insights  gives information about future trends, graduate job prospects and 

individual jobs 
·  Careers chat live  – if you can’t join in you can read transcripts 
·  What do graduates do?   Useful information on postgraduate destinations 
·  Powerful source of live graduate job vacancies 

 

www.ucas.ac.uk  
 

·  Main site for university application 
·  Information for students and parents 
·  Link to the Stamford Test which helps to match student preferences to courses 

 

www.apprenticeships.org.uk  
 

·  The main site for information, advice and guidance on apprenticeships available in 
the UK – click on regions to enter the South East and/or Surrey, Kent, East Sussex, 
West Sussex. 

 

www.notgoingtouni.co.uk  
 

·  Lots of information on alternatives to university – training courses, apprenticeships. 
 


